
Before  t h e  Board of  Zoning Adjustment ,  D . C .  

PUBLIC HEARING - November 1 2 ,  1969 

Appeal No. 10209 George Washington U n i v e r s i t y ,  a p p e l l a n t .  

THE Z O N I N G  ADMINISTRATOR OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,  a p p e l l e e .  

On mot ion  d u l y  made, seconded and c a r r i e d  w i t h  A r t h u r  
B.  Hat ton  n o t  v o t i n g ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  Order of t h e  Board was e n t e r e d  
a t  t h e  mee t ing  of  November 18 ,  1969. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER - Feb.  9 ,  1970 

ORDERED : 

That  t h e  a p p e a l  f o r  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  e r e c t  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g  
w i t h  r o o f  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  accordance  w i t h  p r o v i s i o n s  of S e c t i o n  
3308 and v a r i a n c e  of S e c t i o n  3308.22 t o  pe rmi t  a l l o w a b l e  FAR 
i n  e x c e s s  of 0.25 and v a r i a n c e  from t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  S e c t i o n  
7515 t o  pe rmi t  a r c a d e  a t  a d e p t h  g r e a t e r  t h a n  25 f e e t  and a t  
o t h e r  t h a n  s idewalk  l e v e l  a t  1900 Pennsy lvan ia  Avenue, NW.,  
l o t  26, Square  119,  be g r a n t e d .  

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  a C-3-B D i s t r i c t .  

2. The a r e a  of a p p e l l a n t ' s  l o t  i s  64,871.30 s q u a r e  f e e t .  
It  i s  proposed t o  e r e c t  a n  e i g h t  ( 8 )  s t o r y  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g  
c o n t a i n i n g  420,366 s q u a r e  f e e t  of g r o s s  f l o o r  a r e a  w i t h  a n  
FAR of 6.48.  

3 .  The proposed roof  s t r u c t u r e  i s  t o  c o n t a i n  32,600 
s q u a r e  f e e t  i n  area w i t h  a n  FAR of .46. The roof  s t r u c t u r e  
i s  t o  house  a s t a i r w a y ,  e l e v a t o r  equipment ,  and mechanica l  
equipment .  E l e c t r i c a l  t r a n s f o r m e r s  and e l e c t r i c a l  s w i t c h  g e a r  
equipment s h a l l  a l s o  b e  i n c l u d e d .  

4 .  The m a t e r i a l  and c o l o r  of t h e  s t r e e t  f a c a d e  of t h e  
b u i l d i n g  as w e l l  as t h e  r o o f  s t r u c t u r e  w i l l  b e  l imestone-buff  
c h a t  sawed. 

5.  It i s  proposed t o  i n s t a l l  double-glazed s o l a r b a n  g r a y  
window g l a s s  i n  b l a c k  duranod ic  aluminum f rames .  
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6 .  The proposed b u i l d i n g  i s  t o  occupy one e n t i r e  c i t y  
b lock .  Approximately 9,000 squa re  f e e t  i n  t h e  basement l e v e l  
No. 1 i s  t o  be used f o r  maintenance shops ,  l o c k e r  rooms, 
meter  r e a d i n g  rooms, t e l ephone  equipment rooms, and s t o r a g e .  
It i s  proposed t o  p rov ide  256 pa rk ing  s p a c e s .  Equipment nor- 
mal ly  housed i n  t h e  basement h a s  been p l aced  i n  t h e  penthouse .  

7 .  Appe l lan t  s e e k s  t o  p rov ide  a n  a r c a d e  complete ly  around 
t h e  b u i l d i n g .  There  i s  a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  curb  e l e v a t i o n  d i a g o n a l l y  
a c r o s s  t h e  s u b j e c t  squa re  from a h igh  p o i n t  a t  20 th  and Pennsyl-  
v a n i a  Avenue t o  a low p o i n t  a t  1 9 t h  and H S t r e e t s  of approx i -  
mate ly  seven ( 7 )  f e e t .  Th i s  c o n d i t i o n  makes i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  
p rov ide  a n  a r c a d e  t h a t  i s  open and l e v e l  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  s idewalk .  

8.  The p r o s p e c t i v e  t e n a n t  o f  t h e  proposed b u i l d i n g  p roposes  
t o  demons t ra te  c u r r e n t  s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t  h e a t  r e c l a i m  technology 
which i s  t h e  r e c l a i m i n g  o f  h e a t  gene ra t ed  by l i g h t s  t o  r e u s e  
e l sewhere  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  

9 .  Th i s  a p p e a l  was f i l e d  and heard  under  p l a n  by M i l l s ,  
P e t t i c o r d  and M i l l s ,  a r c h i t e c t s ,  drawings No. 1-E, 1 - W ,  2-E, 2-W, 
3,4,5,  and 6 ,  approved as no ted  by M r .  Ar thur  P .  Davis ,  a r c h i t e c t -  
member o f  t h e  Board, on October 20, 1969. 

1 0 .  No o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  t h i s  a p p e a l  was 
r e g i s t e r e d  a t  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g .  

We are of t h e  op in ion  t h a t  a p p e l l a n t  ha s  proved a h a r d s h i p  
w i t h i n  t h e  meaning of  t h e  v a r i a n c e  c l a u s e  of  t h e  Zoning Regu l a t i ons  
and t h a t  a d e n i a l  of t h e  r e q u e s t e d  r e l i e f  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  p e c u l i a r  
and e x c e p t i o n a l  p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and undue h a r d s h i p  upon 
t h e  owner. 

F u r t h e r ,  we ho ld  t h a t  t h e  r e q u e s t e d  r e l i e f  can  b e  g r a n t e d  
wi thou t  s u b s t a n t i a l  d e t r i m e n t  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  good and w i thou t  sub- 
s t a n t i a l l y  i m p a i r i n g  t h e  i n t e n t ,  purpose  and i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e  
zone p l a n  as embodied i n  t h e  Zoning Regu l a t i ons  and Map. 



Appeal No. 10209 
FEBRUARY 9 ,  1970 
PAGE 2 

O P I N I O N  Cont 'd:  

The Board concludes t h a t  t h e  roof  s t r u c t u r e s  of t h i s  pro- 
posed o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g  w i l l  harmonize w i th  t h e  s t r e e t  f r o n t a g e  
of t h e  b u i l d i n g  i n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r ,  material,  and c o l o r .  

The roof  s t r u c t u r e s  are i n  harmony wi th  t h e  prupose and i n t e n t  
of t h e  Zoning Regulat ions  and w i l l  n o t  t end  t o  a f f e c t  adverse ly  
t h e  use  of nearby and a d j o i n i n g  p r o p e r t y .  

BY ORDER OF THE D . C .  BOARD OF Z O N I N G  ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED : 

By : 
CHARLES E.  MORGAN 

S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Board 

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  V A L I D  FOR A PERIOD OF SIX 
MONTHS ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR B U I L D I N G  AND/OR OCCUPANCY 
PERMIT IS  FILED WITH THE DIRECTOR OF INSPECTIONS WITHIN A PERIOD 
OF SIX MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDER. 


